

Change of Narration / Direct and Indirect Speech

1. He said, “I am going to school”.

2. He said that he was going to school.





Direct Speech/Direct Narration 

Indirect Speech /Indirect Narration 



	
	
	
	
	
	


Change of Narration
Inverted commasReported speech first Person Reporting verb dy Subject Reported Speech Second Person  Reporting verb Object Third Person Reporting Verb 

S(subject of Reporting Verb)
O(Object of Reporting Verb) N(Third person in Reported Speech ,no change)



1st Person=I,we,me, my, our ,us etc.in the reported Speech



2nd Person=you,your etc. in the reported speech.



3rd Person =He,She,It,they,Name of Person ,Non-living things etc.in Reported Speech ,No Change.
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O


N

1


2
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He said,” I am a doctor.”

He said that he was a doctor.

He said to me,” you can go.”

He told me that I could go.

He said,”She is a teacher”

He said that she was a teacher.

Change of narration


He will say,”I will not go there.”

He will say that he will not go there.

Ram says,” I need your help”

Ram says that he needs my help.

Past Tense corresponding past tense 

Direct Speech
        Indirect Speech 

First form of the verb
Second form of the verb

Is/am/are


was/were

Has/have


had

Was/were


had been

Had



had

Do not/does not

did not


Did not


had +3rd form of the verb

Can, may,


could, might

Will, shall


would/should
Must,
had to/would have to (for showing future), 

neednot

did nothaveto/would not have to 

Must not usually remains unchanged

Exceptions when the tense/verb in the reported speech does not change, universal truths, Habitual fact
would rather/would sooner/had better remains unchanged.



Direct Speech
Indirect Speech 

now

           then

today

   that day

yesterday

the day before or previous day

tomorrow

the next day /the following day

next week

the following week

this 


that

these 
        those

ago 


before

the day before yesterday

                     two days before

the day after tomorrow



in two days

last month





the previous month
Disclaimer from all points of view.  Suggestions are invited .
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